S3 guideline for chronic pancreatitis - diagnosis, classification and therapy for the radiologist.
Chronic pancreatitis shows an increasing prevalence and incidence mainly in the Western Hemisphere. Early diagnosis and therapy are frequently delayed because of non-specific symptoms as well as non-specific blood values. The German Society of Digestive and Metabolic Diseases (DGVS) organized the preparation and publication of an interdisciplinary S3 level guideline with the support of the German Radiological Society (DRG) as 1 of 11 contributing societies. In this article we present and discuss the main topics of the guideline regarding the diagnosis, differential diagnosis and therapy of complications of this complex chronic disease with a focus on clinical and scientific radiologists. • Ultarsound represents the perfect first line imaging modality • For further diagnostic werk up MRI with MRCP are recommended for the differential diagnosis of pancreatic cancer • For clinical studies the modified (CT, MRI) Cambridge classification is recommended.